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LATAM Market Update  

 Peru: Recent events take a bit of shine off President Vizcarra’s anti-

corruption image 

 

César Villanueva, the former cabinet head (from April 2018 to March 2019) of the 

Vizcarra regime was remanded to prison for 18 months, during the investigation 

stage of his process. Villanueva was remitted under the argument that he had 

attempted to interfere with the investigations by surreptitiously contacting 

prosecuting attorneys. Villanueva is under investigation for having tendered an 

infrastructure project in return for payment from Odebrecht while he was Governor 

of the San Martin region (2007-2013). Although Villanueva is only loosely 

associated, politically, with President Vizcarra, and the corruption investigation is 

on events prior to the Vizcarra regime, there is some risk of political fallout due to 

timing. The issue has emerged coinciding with an unclear issue that occurred 

while Vizcarra himself was governor of the region of Moquegua. In 2014, Edmer 

Trujillo, a Moquegua regional government official at the moment, approved the 

disbursement of funds for a regional infrastructure project. He did so on the last 

day of Vizcarra’s governorship, a timing which the Attorney General’s office finds 

suspicious. Trujillo is a current member of the cabinet and is closely associated 

with Vizcarra. The two issues together could tarnish Vizcarra’s anti-corruption 

image, although probably not enough to create a governability issue. At least not 

at this point.  
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