
Clarify your current investment goals
Follow these easy steps to select the investment mix that is right for you.

The following questionnaire will assist you in identifying your appropriate investment portfolio. By considering your risk 
tolerance level, time horizon and personal financial goals, an appropriate investment mix will be determined.

Pick one answer for each question that most accurately describes YOU and check the circle associated with your answer. 
Then add up your points.

Investment selector worksheet

1. What category would you say best 
describes your investment goals?

 Growth 50 points
 I want to get the highest possible rate of return on my 

portfolio over the long term, and realize that the total 
value of my investments on occasion may decline 
significantly.

 Conservative growth 35 points
 My first goal is the long-term growth of my 

investments, but I’m willing to accept a lower return 
to have less risk of a major decline in the value of my 
investments.

 Income and growth 20 points
 I want my investments to produce a fairly steady 

stream of income and to grow without major declines 
in value.

 Income and inflation protection 10 points 
 My most important goal is to receive steady, 

consistent income from my investments, but I’d also 
like my money to keep ahead of inflation over the 
long-term.

 Security 0 points
 I am willing to accept lower returns to minimize the 

risk of losing any money.
 

2. How soon do you expect to need the 
money you are investing?

 11 years and over  50 points 
 5 To 10 years  35 points 
 3 To 4 years  20 points 
 1 To 2 years  10 points 
 Less than 1 year   0 points  

3. Which of the following would you say 
best reflects your current knowledge of 
investments?

 Very high 50 points
 I have a thorough knowledge of the three major 

asset classes, and I have experience in investing in 
the following: Derivatives, Warrants, ETFs, Foreign 
Currencies, Hedge Funds, Discretionary Accounts, 
Margin Accounts, Private Placement, IPOs, Stocks, 
Bonds, Equity Investment Funds.

 High 35 points
 I understand the different categories of investments, 

the different levels of risk and return associated with 
each type, and have experience in investing in the 
following: Stocks, Bonds, Equity Investment Funds, 
Balanced Funds, Bond Funds, Term Deposits, REPOs, 
Treasury Bills.



 Moderate 20 points
 I am familiar with basic types of investments and I 

have experience in investing the following: Equity 
Investment Funds, Balanced Funds, Bond Funds, 
Term Deposits, REPOs, Treasury Bills.

 Low  10 points 
 I know something about investments, but do not 

have an in-depth knowledge. My experience has been 
limited to the following: Balanced Funds, Bond Funds, 
Term Deposits, REPOs.

 Very low  0 points
 I’m starting to learn something about investing and 

may have invested in the following: Term Deposits, 
REPOs.

4. How would you describe your comfort 
level should the value of your investments 
decline over short-term periods (ie. up to 
three years)?

 Very high 50 points
 I could tolerate a significant decline in the short-term 

value of my investments, in anticipation of a positive 
long-term return.

 High 35 points
 A large decline in the short-term value of my 

investments would not be upsetting, in anticipation of 
a positive long-term return.

 Moderate 20 points
 A modest decline in the short-term value of my 

investments would not be upsetting, in anticipation of 
a positive long-term return.

 Low 10 points
 Any drop in the value of my investments would make 

me uncomfortable, but I could tolerate a minor 
decline from time to time.

 Very low  0 points
 My primary concern is the security of my investment.

5. How would you describe your current 
lifestyle and investment habits?

 Have accumulated significant 50 points
 investment assets (excluding my home).

 Have saved a moderate amount and am  35 points 
 continuing to save.

 Have increased my income, but am  20 points
 primarily paying down debt.

 Have saved a little bit but need to borrow  10 points
 frequently.

 Just starting out.  0 points

6. How would you describe your gross annual 
income (combined for dual income family)?

 Greater than US$100,000 50 points
 US$75,000 to US$99,999 35 points 
 US$50,000 to US$74,999 20 points   
 US$25,000 to US$49,999  10 points     
 Less than US$25,000 0 points

7. What is the likelihood that you will need 
to draw on the money you are investing 
prior to the end of your investment horizon 
stated in question #2?

 Not at all likely  50 points 
 Not likely  35 points 
 Somewhat likely  20 points 
 Likely  10 points 
 Very likely   0 points  

Add your points and match your total  
to an investor profile on the next page.

 
 
 



Investor profiles
Up to 80 points — Preservation of Capital

• Your primary objective is to protect your principal.
• You can only accept minimal risk that your investments might decline in

value, even in the short term.
• You are willing to accept potentially the lowest return in exchange for the

highest security.

81 to 130 points — Conservative Income

• Your primary objective is to earn a modest income while protecting your
principal.

• You are willing to accept modest returns in exchange for greater security.
• You accept that the value of your portfolio will fluctuate modestly from time

to time.

131 to 180 points — Income and Conservative Growth

• Your primary objective is a high level of income with some growth potential.
• You accept that the value of your portfolio will fluctuate modestly from time

to time.

181 to 230 points — Balanced Income and Growth

• Your primary objective is growth with some income and exposure to the
three major asset classes.

• You accept that the value of your portfolio will fluctuate moderately from
time to time.

231 to 280 points — Moderate Growth 

• Your primary objective is to achieve a high level of growth with some income
potential.

• You accept that the total value of your portfolio will fluctuate considerably
from time to time.

Over 280 points — Aggressive Growth

• Your primary objective is to achieve the maximum potential growth over the
long-term.

• You accept that the total value of your portfolio will fluctuate extremely from
time to time.

Talk to a Scotiabank accredited sales representative 
today about how you can build your investments and 
bring your dreams to life.
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The terms “I”, “you”, “my” and “your” used above refer to the owner/and or joint owners of the account whose 
signature(s) appear(s) below:

I/We certify that all the information in this form is accurate and complete. Important information concerning the 
investment goals, risks charges and expenses of mutual funds are contained in the prospectus under which the funds 
are offered. Investors should carefully review the relevant prospectus together with all the addendums thereto, before 
investing. Copies are available from the financial institution where you are buying the mutual fund. Performance is 
subject to variations and is likely to change over time. Past performance should not be treated as an indicator of future 
performance. Always consult your professional tax and legal advisors with respect to your particular circumstances. 
Commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual funds investments. Mutual Funds are 
not guaranteed or covered by your local Deposit Insurance Corporation, other government deposit insurer Scotiabank, or 
its subsidiaries/affiliates. Nothing herein is intended to constitute an offer or solicitation to transact business for products 
or service in any jurisdiction where such an offer or solicitation would be unlawful. Products and services described herein 
are only available in jurisdictions where they can be lawfully provided.

Date

Customer name Customer signature

Customer name Customer signature

Investment Advisor name Investment Advisor signature

Notes

®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under license.


